PHONETIC KEY 



As a Malayo-Polynesian language, the phonology of Tirurayi has three 
interesting anomalies: (1) a six-vowel system, (2) no voiceless bilabial 
stop, and, in its place, (3) an inherent bilabial fricative. The following 
symbols are used in the lexicon to represent the six vowel phonemes and 
the sixteen consonant phonemes of Tiruray. 

Vowels 

i /i/ is a voiced, high close, front, unrounded vocoid; it has an 

open, raised allophone which occurs immediately before /t/, /k/, 
voiced stops, /f/, and nasals in closed syllables. 

e /e/ is a voiced, mid open, front, unrounded vocoid; it has a 

lowered allophone which occurs immediately before /t/, /k/, 
voiced stops, nasals, /I/, and /r/ in closed syllables. 

e /e/ is a voiced, high close, mid, unrounded vocoid; it has a 

lowered allophone which occurs immediately before /s/, nasals, 
/I/, and /r/ in closed syllables, and a shortened allophone which 
occurs in open syllables and in syllables in which the /e/ follows 
a glottal stop and preceeds a nasal that assimilates to the point 
of articulation of the following consonant. 

a /a/ is a voiced, low open, mid, unrounded vocoid; it has a 

raised allophone which occurs immediately before /t/, /k/, 
voiced stops, /f/, nasals, and /I/ in closed syllables. 

u /u/ is a voiced, high close, back, rounded vocoid. 

o /o/ is a voiced, low close, back, rounded vocoid. 



Consonants 

t /t/ is a voiceless, lightly aspirated, alveolar stop; it has an 

unreleased allophone which occurs in syllable final position. 

k /k/ is a voiceless, lightly aspirated, velar stop; it has an 

unreleased allophone which occurs in syllable final position, 
a fronted allophone which occurs immediately before /i/ and 
/e/, and a back allophone which occurs immediately before 

/u/ and /o/. 

^ /?/ is a voiceless glottal stop, 

b /b/ is a voiced, bilabial stop, 

d /d/ is a voiced, alveolar stop. 
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g /g/ is a voiced, velar stop. 

f /f/ is a voiceless, bilabial fricative. 

s /s/ is a voiceless, alveolar, grooved fricative. 

h /h/ is a voiceless, velar fricative. 

m /m/ is a voiced, bilabial nasal. 

n /n/ is a voiced, alveolar nasal. 

r) /r)/ is a voiced, velar nasal. 

1 /I/ is a voiced, alveolar lateral; it has a retroflexed allophone 

in syllable final position. 

r /r/ is a voiced, alveolar, trilled vibrant which fluctuates freely 

with the flapped vibrant. 

w /w/ is a voiced, nonsyllabic, bilabial vocoid. 

y /y/ is a voiced, nonsyllabic, palatal vocoid. 

The high front and back vocoids are interpreted as the vowels /i/ and 
/u/ respectively when they occur as syllable nuclei and potentially take 
stress; when they occur in the structural position of consonants, they are 
interpreted as the consonants /y/ and /w/ respectively. 



Syllable patterning 

A Tiruray syllable is made up of a vowel (V) which is the nucleus of 
a unit which may take stress. The vowel nucleus occurs with an adjacent, 
preceding consonant (C) and may occur with an adjacent consonant follow- 
ing it. Thus the possible syllable patterns are CV and CVC. Most word 
bases consist of two syllables, but word bases occur with stems of one 
to five syllables; certain bases may be extended by affixation to as many 
as eight syllables. 

Any consonants may occur in all consonant positions of the CV and 
CVC patterns, with the exception that /w/ and /y/ never occur following 
/i/, and /w/ does not occur following /u/. Clusters of two consonants 
may occur across syllable boundaries, and any consonant may occur in 
either first or second consonant position in a cluster. 

All vowels may occur in any vowel position, with the exception of /e/ 
which never occurs in word final position. 



Stress 

Primary stress falls on the penult or antepenult of polysyllabic bases, 
except when the vowels of those syllables are shortened, in which case 
stress is on the ultima. When reduplication results in two identical closed 
syllables in a base, both receive primary stress. Secondary stress may 
occur on words of four or more syllables, and falls on the second syl- 
lable preceding the primary stress. 
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Stress in Tiruray is noncontrastive and nonphonemic, and is not indi- 
cated on the entries to the lexicon. 



Order 

Entries to the lexicon are arbitrarily arranged in the following alpha- 
betical sequence: 

?, a, b, k, d, e, e, f, g, h, i, 1, m, n, rj, o, r, s, t, u, w, y. 
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